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STATE WAR MEMORIAL 
Statement by Member for Nedlands 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [12.57 pm]:  I would like to report on the restoration work on the State War 
Memorial, which is located in Kings Park in the Nedlands electorate.  Last week, I visited the old Swan Brewery 
and had the opportunity to look at some great historical photos.  The State War Memorial caught my eye.  I did 
not realise that it had been erected so early in the state’s history.  Since then I have received a copy of the 
Friends of Kings Park magazine.  I must say that I was very interested to read the history of the memorial.  That 
memorial would not be where it is today were it not for the Returned and Services League, or our much beloved 
RSL.   

Recently, the Friends of Kings Park magazine gave an update on the restoration and how the memorial came to 
be built.  In 1925 the commonwealth government refused to allow a memorial to be located in Forrest Place, so 
the RSL sponsored an appeal to build a memorial in Kings Park.  Apparently, Perth City Councillor L.R. Butt 
wanted a hospital, but the RSL opted for a traditional memorial style, which alienated the Perth City Council.  
The then Premier refused to give funds to unsightly piles of stone, which just goes to show how wrong some of 
our decisions in this place can be.  In 1926, the State War Memorial committee selected the current site in Kings 
Park, and a major effort went into building it there.  

There have been problems with persistent dampness and corrosion of the concrete etc.  However, there was a 
report, and I am pleased to say that the project is due for completion on 25 May 2005, and it will be rededicated 
in early June. 
 


